FHHHH

FROM THE TOWN OF SPENCER

HHHHT

Volume 22 Issue 3

http://ci.spencer.nc.us

““THE RIGHT TRACK”

February 2016

“Home of the North Carolina Transportation Museum”

H

FROM THE MAYOR

The Board of Aldermen have been very busy making
preparations for the February 19th and 20th Planning Re-
treat. The purpose of the retreat is to set the Town goals
and policy for 2016. A key topic of discussion is the on-
going subject of problem properties in Spencer. [I've
asked the Aldermen to commit and focus on amending
various ordinances in an effort to enable Land Manage-
ment to be more efficient in handling code violations. Re-
peat offenders are negatively impacting our Town.

This month | represented Spencer at Government
Day in Salisbury. | was invited to be a panelist where |
had the opportunity to answer questions from Leadership
Rowan students about my role in local government. Also
this month | attended the Centralina Council of Govern-
ment Orientation for newly elected delegates, and will at-
tend the Regional Mayor’s meeting at Charlotte in March.

I welcome newly appointed member Kimberly Lentz
to the Community Appearance Commission, Jacquelyn
Jensen to the Historic Preservation Commission, and the
reappointment of Ruby Steele to the Zoning Board of Ad-
justment. | thank all of you for participating on Spencer’s
volunteer boards.

Our students of the month for February are: Tsion
Kelly-4th Grade, North Rowan Elementary; Alexia Wil-
liams-7th Grade, North Rowan Middle; and Fen Burts-
12th Grade, North Rowan High. Congratulations to all of
you for your accomplishments.

As |, the newly elected aldermen, and new town staff
settle into our jobs, | want to assure you that we are work-
ing for the betterment of Spencer. | want to offer you a
personal invitation to attend monthly town board meet-
ings. Spencer town board meetings are on the second
Tuesday of the month starting at 7pm. It takes active
community engagement to improve our social and eco-
nomic infrastructure. WE have to create our own future.

Mayor Jim Gobbel

FROM THE TOWN MANAGER
Hello,

I’'m Reid Walters and | am currently serving the elected
Board of Aldermen and the residents of Spencer as In-
terim Town Manager. | previously served the Town of
Spencer as an elected Alderman and have been working
the last year in the eastern part of North Carolina as the
Town Manager of Bethel. It is truly an honor to come
back home to the community | know and value and serve
in this capacity. My family and | are residents of Spencer
and live in the heart of the historic district. We care im-
mensely about our town and are proud to call Spencer
our home.

UPDATE ON SPENCER WOODS

A NC Parks and Recreation Trust Fund Grant is being
used to design and develop the first phase of infrastruc-
ture improvements to Spencer Woods. Two educational
pavilions, a floating pier, a wetlands area boardwalk, and
a parking area at the end of 11" Street are included in
this phase of the project. This area of development will
also include a compacted gravel trail making a portion of
the park accessible to all. The vast majority of the park
will remain as is, in a primitive state of nature with mean-
dering trails looping through the terrain. This past year
the LandTrust for Central North Carolina acquired two
key properties that will significantly improve access to the
existing trail system while providing a "land bridge" to
accommodate a future trail corridor to 8™ Street

Park. We are looking to break ground on these improve-
ments in the coming months.

Best Regards,
Reid Walters
Interim Town Manager
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FROM LAND MANAGEMENT

Happy New Year! Since
the last newsletter , the Land
Management Department has
kept busy with issuing zoning per-
mits, Certificates of Appropriate-
ness, and answering several in-
quiries about new businesses and
home renovations. We have had
several projects approved through
the Historic Preservation Commis-
sion along with four cases ap-
proved by the Zoning Board of
Adjustment. As we enter into
2016, | am looking forward to see-
ing continued interest in Spencer
by both homeowners and busi-
ness owners. Whether you are
looking to open a new business or
you are looking to add on to your
home, | am willing to work with
you to help you understand the
steps you need to take to make
your idea happen! | like to say |
am a pretty easy-going person, so
do not hesitate to swing by Town
Hall if you have any questions or
concerns.

Matthew Wells
Interim Land Management Direc-
tor/Code Enforcement Officer

BRUSH AND
YARD WASTE PICKUP

Public Works wants to remind all citizens that all loose leaves, grass clip-
pings and small debris will need to be bagged for pick-up during our “out of sea-
son” months. This includes January 1st-March 15th and April 15th—September
30th. The leaf vac will run for a month, beginning March 15th and ending on
April 15th for Spring cleanup. Please limit weight of bags to 50 Ibs. or less
per bag.

We also want to remind everyone to cut all debris into 6-foot lengths no
thicker than 4” in diameter and place them on the curb with the butt ends facing the
street. Our brush pick up service runs Monday through Friday on predetermined
routes. We begin our week on the north end of Town and work our way south. If
anyone needs additional or bulk brush pick-up, they will need to call Town Hall for
the issuance of a work order. Thank you all for the cooperation and attentiveness
to our Town’s ordinances.

Public Works will be having a mulch give-away on Satur-

day, March 19th. This corresponds with our normal Saturday recycling, so bring
your recycling and get a free load of mulch. Mulch is Free for Town Residents.
Please bring ID. Out of Town Residents will be charged $5.00 a loader bucket.
Delivery will be available for In Town Residents only at $10.00 a load. Deliv-
ery is on a first come, first serve basis, with a maximum of three loads per
residence, until 12:00pm. Mulch is available other times of the year with a small
charge for the loading. If interested, please direct questions to Public Works at
704-633-5331 or pwddir@ci.spenceer.nc.us.

SPRING MULCH GIVE-AWAY

CURBSIDE GARBAGE COLLECTION

Public Works would like to remind citizens that the garbage route may be
collected differently from week to week, so to make sure your garbage gets picked
up, please roll your container to the curb the night before your scheduled
garbage day. The containers must be rolled back no later than dusk on your col-
lection day. Cans left on the curb are subject to code enforcement fines, so please
be courteous and remove the containers from the curb at your earliest conven-
ience. Pick up for citizens that have filed the inability to participate form remains
the same. If you have any questions, feel free to contact Public Works at 704-633-
5331 or pwddir@ci.spencer.nc.us

FROM THE POLICE DEPARTMENT

| am pleased to inform you that preliminary crime statistics from the NCSBI show a 21% decrease in serious
crime in Spencer in 2015 when compared to 2014. This includes crimes of murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault,
burglary, larceny, and motor vehicle theft. | am not pleased that simple assaults were up drastically in 2015. | have so-
licited input from police personnel as to their recommendations to reduce simple assaults. | respectfully request all our
residents and visitors strive to resolve issues long before matters get out of control and assaults take place. Please call
911 if you need assistance or police intervention.

| salute our officers who have worked hard to reduce crime and thank our elected officials for their support of
public safety. | whole heartedly thank all our citizens who have also got involved in crime reduction and have taken the
time to call 911 to report a suspicious person or activity. Your eyes and ears have greatly enhanced crime reduction.
Evil prevails when good people do nothing!

April is National Child Abuse Awareness month. According to the Mayo Clinic, the following is information is
indicative of possible child abuse: A child who'’s being abused may feel guilty, ashamed or confused. He or she may be
afraid to tell anyone about the abuse especially if the abuser is a parent, relative, or family friend. That's why it is vital to
watch for red flags such as depression, anxiety, aggression, anger, even possible attempts at suicide. If you suspect
child abuse, please notify the Spencer Police Department so this matter may be investigated.

Chief M.T. James
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NC TRANSPORTATION MUSEUM UPDATE AND UPCOMING EVENTS

During these typically slow, early months of the year, we have been very busy at the N.C. Transportation Museum, with
a new event, the return of the hugely popular Class J #611 steam locomotive, a brand new exhibit, and a wager on a
certain “Big Game” that, unfortunately, did not end up in our favor.

For the first time ever, the museum is hosting an evening event that highlights the romance of the rails. Wine ‘N’ Dine
on the rails, Valentine’s Day weekend, combines a cocktail hour and a three course meal by chef Matt Trexler served
aboard vintage dining cars while the train rolls around the museum property. This elegant evening saw good sales for
a first time event and has a great future at the museum.

The Class J #611 steam locomotive will return for maintenance work, ahead of a busy warm weather season. While the
work will be viewable by the public, the real excitement surrounding this visit focuses on the steam powered excursions
pulled by the #611 coming up in April.

The bullet shaped, “streamliner” steam engine will power a train with over 700 people for day-trip excursions to
Lynchburg, Va. April 9 and Asheville, N.C. April 10. Tickets were made available to the public Feb. 2 and the Asheville
trip sold out in less than an hour. Tickets for the Lynchburg excursion are still available.

These day trips are much sought after, featuring amazing views from the train, pulled by a rolling piece of history.

The museum will also highlight some two-wheeled transportation in the near future. The Master Mechanic’s Office will
be home to an exhibit featuring bicycles, their evolution throughout the years, and some great stories of bicyclists in this
region and beyond.

This exhibit features support from Skinny Wheels Bicycle Shop in Salisbury and features road bikes, mountain bikes,
and even ‘mutant” bicycles that most sane folks would be hesitant to ride.

And then there was that wager.....

The N.C. Transportation Museum stepped up in support of our Carolina Panthers and their appearance in the NFL'’s
biggest game. The museum made a wager with the Colorado Railroad Museum, located in Golden, right outside of
Denver, that the Panthers would defeat the Broncos. Videos were made. Challenges were issued. The museum staff
did a great job supporting the hometown team.

However, with the Panthers landing in the losing column, the museum is now obligated to supply the staff of the Colo-
rado museum with pit cooked BBQ, Cheerwine, Krispy Kreme donuts and Red Oak Brewery beer.

And that’s not all.

The staff of the museum is also obligated to take a spin on the Bob Julian Roundhouse turntable, flying Broncos team
flags from one of our locomotives, and singing the team’s fight song.

We are honoring the wager. But that serves as a warning to the town of Spencer. Try not to be shocked when you see
orange flags flying from the locomotive leading our on-site train ride.

And try to cover your ears if you hear the Denver Broncos fight song drifting over Highway 29 from the museum prop-
erty.

We didn’t promise them a good performance, after all....

SPENCER JAYCEE’S 1ST ANNUAL ROWAN COUNTY FAIR ASSOCIATION
EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA OYSTER ROAST

March 19th, 2016
1:00 pm
8th Street Ball Park

Sponsored by the Faith and Spencer Jaycees
And United Beverage

Saturday April 9th, 2016
Rowan County Fairgrounds
1560 Julian Rd., Salisbury, NC 28146

Easter Egg Hunt for ages 0-12

Games, Prizes, Candy and Tempo- 6 pm — 8 pm
rary Tattoos!! Fish Plate—$15
Oysters—$40
A Special Visit from the Easter Bunny! All you can eat —includes French fries, Hushpup-
All activities are Free! pies, and Coleslaw
Please bring your own basket. Beverages are included

Contact Randall Barger at 704-640-2326 w any
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Trash Schedule for 2016
Holidays **Town Hall Closed**
Good Friday Friday March 25th Town Hall Closed, No change in Trash Schedule
|
Memorial Day Monday May 30th *** Monday will run on Tuesday (May 31th)

*** Tuesday will run on Wednesday (June 1st)

*** Wednesday will run on Thursday (June 2nd)
|
July 4th Monday July 4th *** Monday will run on Tuesday (July 5th)

*** Tuesday will run on Wednesday (July 6th)

*** Wednesday will run on Thursday (July 7th)
|
Labor Day Monday  September 5th | *** Monday will run on Tuesday (September 6th)

*** Tuesday will run on Wednesday (September 7th)
*** Wednesday will run on Thursday (September 8th)

Veteran's Day Friday November 11th Town Hall Closed, No change in Trash Schedule

Thursday / November 24th
Thanksgiving Friday & 25th

Town Hall Closed, No change in Trash Schedule

Christmas *** Monday will run on Tuesday (December 27th)

Friday December 23rd| *** Tuesday will run on Wednesday (December 28th)
Monday December 26th| *** Wednesday will run on Thursday (December 29th)

|
New Year's *** Monday will run on Tuesday (January 3rd)
Monday January 2nd | *** Tuesday will run on Wednesday (January 4th)

*** Wednesday will run on Thursday (January 5th)
*** Denotes change from regular schedule




